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NOTES 
Please be advised that these are notes of the meeting taken by the Clerk and cannot in any way 
be regarded as the official minutes of Council proceedings until they are approved and signed at 
the next meeting 

Hemingby Parish Council Meeting 

Thursday 21st November 2019 

Village Hall Hemingby at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: Cllr D Rodwell (Chair), Cllr J Fairchild, Cllr J Mac Innes-Morton, Cllr J Harrison and Cllr 

S Chapman 

 

In Attendance: Mrs. A. Bushell (Parish Clerk), 8 members of the public and County Cllr Patricia 

Bradwell  
 

 

1. Chairman’s remarks 

Cllr Rodwell welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.  

  

2. Apologies for absence and reasons given 

Cllr Bryant was absent. 

District Cllr Andrews was not present, and apologies had been received from PCSO Wass. 

 

3. Declaration of Member’s interests in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and 

requests from members for a dispensation on any items on the agenda 

There were no disclosable pecuniary interests declared in matters on the agenda, which had not 

already been declared to the Monitoring Officer at ELDC, or any requests for a dispensation. 

 

4. Guest Speaker from Lincolnshire Drainage Solutions to speak about the change to 

septic tank regulations 

Mark Grantham spoke about changes to the septic tank regulations during the public forum (see 

notes on page 17 & 18). 

 

5. Notes of the meeting held on 26th September to be approved as the minutes  

It was proposed by Cllr Chapman, seconded by Cllr Harrison and unanimously RESOLVED to 

accept the notes as a true record of the meetings. The Chairman signed the minutes. 

 

6. Report of the Clerk and Councillors on matters outstanding 

There were no outstanding matters to report on which were not already included in the agenda. 

 

7. Reports from District, County Councillors, and the Police 

County Councillor Bradwell informed the meeting that she had spoken to Richard Fenwick the 

Highways Manager about the outstanding issues in the village and she reported that there were 

big issues again with potholes in East Lindsey. She explained that the recent wet weather had 

made matters worse because when flooding occurred no repair work gets done as the 

maintenance teams have to concentrate on flooding issues and this is what has happened during 

the previous 2 weeks. County Cllr Bradwell emphasised the importance of getting roads 

repaired, even the minor ones, she was informed that the Parish Council understood the issues 

that LCC were experiencing but it would be some condolence if Highways could provide dates 

of when the repairs were likely to be carried out. The recent update provided by the Highways 

Manager was not acceptable. Cllr Mac Inness Morton explained why it was so important for the 

potholes in Horsemoor Lane to be repaired. 

There were no representatives in attendance from the District Council or the Police. 
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8. Reports from the Village Hall and Play Area Committees 

Village Hall Committee: Marie Newmarch reported that it had been a successful Lincoln Red 

night which had raised £700. She gave details of forthcoming events and encouraged anyone 

visiting Waitrose in November to put a token in the box to vote for Hemingby Village Hall. 

Play Area Committee: It was reported that the recent race night had raised over £900 and EKM 

Ltd was looking at carrying out minor repairs following the annual safety inspection. Details of 

forthcoming fundraising events were given. 

 

9. To note the issues already reported to Highways, and receive any issues in the village 

to be reported 

This item had been dealt with during the public forum and County Councillors report. 

 

10. Further update on superfast Broadband issue in the village 

Cllr Rodwell gave a recap of the issue of broadband in the village. He explained that BT gave a 

price for providing faster broadband to the 17 premises which had expressed an interest and the 

cost had been over £80,000, so this was unachievable. Cllr Rodwell then attended a broadband 

meeting and mentioned the quote and he had been advised to go back to BT and ask for a 

reduced number of premises to be included in the quote, which he did and a further quote was 

received to provide faster broadband for 1 business and 6 residential properties. After taking off 

the Giga-bit voucher there would be a balance of £98 left to pay. Cllr Rodwell raised concern 

that the Parish Council represented the whole village, not just a small part, and the latest 

solution wouldn’t benefit the entire village and the section of the village that it would benefit 

was an area where 3 Parish Councillors lived, so he was keen to ensure that residents were 

aware of all the information and didn’t think it was Councillors looking after themselves.  Cllr 

Rodwell had contacted Steve Brooks from LCC to ask advice and he had advised to go with the 

reduced scheme and get as many properties served as possible at the current time, and the 

others would be done by the Government’s commitment to spend £5million on improving rural 

broadband. Cllr Fairchild explained that the 7 premises that would benefit from the reduced 

scheme were the ones that had been disadvantaged in the first place by not being connected to 

cabinet number 2. County Cllr Bradwell spoke about a scheme to get a 4G signal box fixed to 

the church spire to improve the mobile phone signal and mobile internet connection in the 

village, and she confirmed that it did work. County Cllr Bradwell was asked to provide the 

Parish Council with more information about the 4G scheme and the Parish Council would 

consider this separately from the broadband issue. 

It was proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Chapman and unanimously RESOLVED to 

go ahead with the reduced scheme. It was acknowledged that the Parish Council would need to 

explain this decision to other residents. 

 

11. Update on the project to create car parking for the village and events in the village, 

and to approve the next steps to be taken 

Planning permission had been granted but had included conditions from LCC Highways about 

the pedestrian link and vehicular access, so Cllr Rodwell had met with the new Highways Area 

Manager to discuss these and he had been very understanding and co-operative, and had 

provided a verge crossing proposal which would be much cheaper to comply with than what 

was originally mentioned. It was reported that volunteers had been clearing the site to try and 

make the job easier for the appointed contractor. The intention was for the appointed contractor 

to start in the new year as the recent wet weather had meant it would be too wet to start at the 

current time.  

Details were given of the 3 quotes which had been sought for the wooden pedestrian bridge. 
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It was proposed by Cllr Fairchild, seconded by Cllr Mac Inness-Morton and unanimously 

RESOLVED to order the bridge from Tony Ward Garden Furniture at a cost of £3,500 + VAT. 

The bridge would take 8 weeks to manufacture. 

Cllr Rodwell confirmed that the owner of the field had agreed to enter into a lease with the 

Parish Council for the use of the field, and he also confirmed that the whole project seemed to 

be within budget, but he had spoken to the other committees in the village about contributing if 

further funds were required. Decisions on lighting and fencing still needed to be made.  

 

12. To confirm winter preparations 

It was confirmed that there was still a supply of grit at Cllr Bryant’s house which should be 

enough for this winter. It was reported that the LCC grit bins needed to be topped up. County 

Cllr Bradwell agreed to arrange for this to be done. 

 

13. Correspondence received since the last meeting 

The Council noted the following items of correspondence which had been received since the 

last meeting and were available to read on request: 
From Details Action Agreed 

Lincolnshire County 
Council 

Draft Corporate Strategy review County Cllr Bradwell 
explained that LCC was 
making efforts to better 
engage with parishes. 
AGREED not to submit 
a response. 

Citizens Advice Lindsey Request for financial support their charitable 
services 

AGREED not to give a 
donation. 

Horncastle Matters Request for a donation towards the Community 
Magazine 

AGREED to give a 
donation of £50 and to 
include £50 in the 
2020/21 budget. 

Clerk & Councillors 
Direct Magazine 

November 2019 issue Available to read on 
request 

LALC Certificate for the Clerk for being nominated for the 
Clerk of the Year competition 

Noted 

ELDC Request for the precept figure to be provided by 
20th January 2020 

Noted 

ELDC Planning Services questionnaire Cllr Rodwell & the Clerk 
to complete and return 

LCC Town and Parish Council update Noted 

Lincolnshire Wolds 
Countryside Service 

Ninth e-newsletter Noted 

 

14. To consider the draft 2020/21 budget 

The Clerk ran through the draft budget which she had produced for Councillors to consider. 

The meeting was informed that ELDC had not yet confirmed the tax base for 2020/21, so the 

actual impact of the precept amount to council tax payers was still unknown, but the tax base 

would be confirmed by January’s meeting when the budget and precept had to be formally 

adopted. The draft budget produced showed a budget which would mean setting the precept at 

the same level as the current year, and Councillors agreed that there was no need for the Precept 

to be increased. The Clerk was asked to redraft the budget to include £50 for the Horncastle 

Matters magazine and reduce the amount in the budget for bus shelter repairs. The budget 

would be formally approved, and the precept set at January’s meeting.  

 

15. Financial Matters 

a. To receive a financial report 
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The Council received a financial report and the Chairman signed the bank reconciliation and 

bank statement.  

b. To approve the payment to Andy Jackson of £350.00 for cutting the parish footpath 

and grass verges during 2019 

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to approve the payment to Andy 

Jackson. 

c. To resolve to pay the Clerk’s wages for the period of 1st August to 30th November 2019 

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to pay the Clerk’s wages of £344.00 

d. To resolve to pay the Clerk for expenses incurred 

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to pay the Clerk £7.64 for expenses 

incurred. 

 

16. Items for the next Agenda 

The next meeting would be held on Thursday 16th January, the following items were suggested 

for this agenda: 

- To approve the budget and set the precept for 2020/21 

- Further update on winter preparations 

- Further update on BT superfast broadband issue 

- Car Park project update 

- Highways issues in the village 

 

17. To resolve on whether the Council will move into closed session to discuss 

employment matters 

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to move into closed session.  

 

The Parish Clerk and members of the public left the meeting at 8.45pm 

 

18. To receive feedback on the Clerk’s annual performance review carried out by the 

Chairman 

The Clerk’s annual performance review was received. There were no issues raised and the 

Clerk was asked to record in the minutes of the meeting the Council’s appreciation of her hard 

work. 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed 8.50pm 

  

Notes from the Public Forum (7.30pm – 7.45pm) 
 

The following issues were raised by members of the public: 

- Residents asked for an update on the outstanding highways issues. The Clerk read out the 

response from the Highways Manager. The Clerk agreed to go back to him and ask for 

dates when the repairs would be done. Residents expressed annoyance that the LCC 

maintenance team had come to the village to do repairs, but hadn’t done them all, which 

must be a waste of both time and money. 

 

The guest speaker from Lincolnshire Drainage Solutions was invited to speak during the 

public forum. 

 

Mark Grantham introduced himself and thanked the Parish Council for inviting him to attend 

a meeting. He explained that there had been a huge amount of misinformation about the new 

septic tank regulations and he handed out information about the changes that were coming 

into force in 2020. He commented that he felt that the changes had still not been well 

publicised by the Environment Agency and this was causing issues. He informed the meeting 
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that the main thing to worry about was if you had a septic tank that was discharging into a 

dyke, and if your property’s curtilage was within 30metres to the mains sewer then you were 

obliged to connect to it if you currently drained into the dyke. He encouraged anyone with a 

septic tank to familiarize themselves with the General Binding Rules especially if they were 

planning to sell their home as this would be the time when they would have to ensure that 

they complied with the rules. He explained about the ways the rules are policed and gave 

estimated costs for connecting to a main sewer. He answered questions from residents and 

finished his presentation by advising resident not to be scared, just be informed. He left his 

connect details and confirmed that he would be happy to answer any further questions by e-

mail. 

 

Mr Grantham was thanked for attending the meeting and for giving an informative 

presentation. 


