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NOTES 
Please be advised that these are notes of the meeting taken by the Clerk and cannot in any 
way be regarded as the official minutes of Council proceedings until they are approved and 
signed at the next meeting 

Hemingby Parish Council Annual Meeting 

Thursday 16th May 2019 

Village Hall Hemingby at 7.30 pm 

 

Present: Cllr D Rodwell (Chair), Cllr J Harrison, and Cllr J Fairchild 

 

In Attendance: Mrs. A. Bushell (Parish Clerk), 6 members of the public, District Cllr Andrews 

(item 3 to item 13), and County Cllr Patricia Bradwell (during the Public Forum). 
 

1. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman and signing of ‘Declaration of 

Acceptance to Office’ 

It was proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Fairchild and unanimously RESOLVED 

that Cllr Rodwell be elected as Chairman. 

The Chairman signed his declaration of acceptance to office form which was witnessed by 

the Parish Clerk. 

 

Since there were only 3 councillors in attendance it was agreed to appoint the Vice Chairman 

at the July Parish Council meeting. 

 

2. To receive declaration of acceptance of office and to decide when any declarations 

of acceptance of office which have not been received shall be received 

Declarations of acceptance of office were received from Cllr Rodwell, Cllr Harrison, Cllr 

Fairchild and Cllr Mac Inness.  

AGREED that the Clerk would get in touch with Cllr Chapman and Cllr Bryant to get their 

forms before the next meeting. 

 

District Cllr Andrews arrived at 7.52pm. 

 

3. To appoint representatives to the Village Hall and a Play Area Committees 

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Rodwell as the Play 

Area representative. 

Since there were no other councillors currently on the Village Hall committee other than Cllr 

Rodwell, it was agreed that Marie Newmarch would provide the Village Hall Committee 

report at each meeting rather than having a Parish Council appointed representative, and any 

time that Marie was unavailable to attend a Parish Council meeting she would provide a 

written report.   

 

4. Chairman’s remarks 

Cllr Rodwell welcomed new councillor – Julian Fairchild, and he also congratulated District 

Cllr David Andrews for being re-elected. He reminded members of the public that their 

opportunity to speak was during the public forum.  

  

5. Apologies for absence and reasons given. 

Apologies were received and reasons given were accepted from Cllr Chapman and Cllr 

MacInnes. Cllr Bryant was absent. 
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6. Declaration of Member’s interests in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and 

requests from members for a dispensation on any items on the agenda 

There were no disclosable pecuniary interests declared in matters on the agenda, which had 

not already been declared to the Monitoring Officer at ELDC, or any requests for a 

dispensation. 

  

7. To set dates for the 2019/20 parish council meetings and a date for the 2020 Annual 

Parish Meeting  

The dates for the 2019/20 meetings were set as 18th July, 19th September, 21st November, 16th 

January, 19th March, 21st May and the Annual Parish meeting would be held on 23rd April. 

 

8. To approve the renewal of the insurance with AXA from 01 June 2019 at a cost of 

£673.32, and to resolve to ask the Hemingby Play area Committee to reimburse the 

Parish Council with the cost of insuring the play equipment 

Councillors were reminded that the Parish Council held a joint insurance policy with the Play 

Area Committee. The cost of the insurance this year was split at £382.70 for the Parish 

Council to pay and £290.62 for the Play Area Committee to pay. There was £385 in the 

Parish Council budget for insurance, so it was acknowledged that the renewal was within 

budget.  

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to renew the insurance with AXA 

through Came and Company insurance brokers for a further year. The Clerk confirmed that 

the Play Area Committee had already passed her a cheque for their share of the cover.  

 

9. To review Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to approve the Standing Orders and 

Financial Regulations. No changes were made to either document. 

 

10. To resolve that the Parish Council meets the criteria to be eligible to use the General 

Power of Competence (GPC) 

Councillors had been sent prior to the meeting a briefing paper detailing what the GPC was, 

and the Clerk explained the benefits of being eligible to use this power. 

It was proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Fairchild and unanimously RESOLVED 

to confirm that the Parish Council met the eligibility criteria to use the General Power of 

Competence. 

 

11. Notes of the meeting held on 21st March to be approved as the minutes.  

It was proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Rodwell and unanimously RESOLVED 

that subject to making a correction to Julian’s surname in the public forum section on page 

21, they would be accepted as a true record of the meetings. The Chairman signed the 

minutes. 

 

12. Report of the Clerk and Councillors on matters outstanding. 

There were no outstanding matters reported on by the Clerk. 

The Chairman mentioned the change that had to be made to the Annual Parish Meeting due to 

purdah restrictions. 

 

13. Reports from District and County Councillors 

District Cllr Andrews answered the question raised in the public forum about the wildlife 

park. He explained that the park was allowed to open for 5 days per year as per its zoo 

license. No buildings had been open during the open days because the only things that had 

been built were animal enclosures. Residents with any concerns about public safety were 

encouraged to write to the Planning Department at ELDC. Cllr Andrews reported that it was 
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the ELDC AGM on Wednesday, and he was being nominated by the Leader to be the 

Chairman of ELDC. He didn’t have much else to report as the last couple of weeks had been 

taken up with training following the election; and he commented that he was very pleased to 

have been re-elected and to continue working with the Parish Council for another 4 years. 

The issue of contacting the District Council which had been raised at the APM was raised 

again and it was commented to Cllr Andrews that the customer service at ELDC was 

appalling. Cllr Andrews commented that as soon as the Portfolio Holder who dealt with that 

area was announced he would take the issue up with them. 

County Cllr Bradwell had given her report during the public forum. See notes on page 5. 

 

District Cllr Andrews left the meeting at 8.10pm and did not return. 

 

14. Reports from the Village Hall and Play Area Committees 

Village Hall Committee: It was reported that there was a cycle ride coming through the 

village on Sunday 26th May and the Village Hall was being used as a Food & Water station. 

The organisers of the event had been asked not to block the road outside the village hall. 

Details were given of future events being held in the hall and it was commented that the 

finances of the committee were sound.  

Play Area Committee: Cllr Rodwell reported that he had taken over as Chairman of the 

Committee at the AGM as Charlie Bryant had chosen to stand down. Mrs Rodwell was now 

the new Treasurer. The Committee was on the lookout for new members. The finances of the 

committee were reported as being sound. 

 

15. Further update on the superfast Broadband issue in the village 

An update on the issue had been given by Cllr Bradwell during the public forum (see notes 

on page 5). 

Cllr Rodwell agreed to investigate the ‘Gigabit Voucher Community Fund’ scheme and speak 

with the landlords of the pub. He would report back at the next meeting. 

 

16. To consider items of correspondence received since the last meeting 

The Council noted the following items of correspondence which had been received since the 

last meeting and were available to read on request: 
1. Clerk & Councils Direct magazine – May issue 

2. LALC Service Level Agreement 2019 – Noted. 

3. Community Lincs News and Update – E-mailed to councillors 

4. LCC Countryside Services ref. rights of way mowing returns from their contractor – Noted. 

5. UK Cycling Events – Notification of cycle event passing through the village on Sunday 26th 

May – Noted. 

6. Came & Company Council Matters newsletter – Spring Edition – E-mailed to councillors 

7. LALC Weekly News updates – e-mailed to councillors 

8. Invitation to the 3rd Annual Resilient Communities Conference, run by Lincolnshire County 

Council's Emergency Planning Service on 18 July – Agreed that nobody from the Parish 

Council would be attending this. 
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9. LALC - Booking form for Local Councils Networking Day taking place on 4th July at The 

Bentley Hotel, South Hykeham – Agreed that nobody from the Parish Council would be 

attending this. 

17. To consider how the Parish Council could assist with the issue of car parking at the 

village hall 

The Chairman explained that the success of the hall had brought about parking issues, so 

Michael Read had kindly offered the sheep dip section of his field to be used for parking. A 

bridge would be needed to cross the beck so that people didn’t need to walk along the road to 

reach the hall. The Village Hall Committee had been considering creating the additional 

parking but was concerned that there would be future responsibilities that would be more 

suitable for the Parish Council to take on, such as insurance and maintenance, as the car park 

would benefit the whole village. It was acknowledged that the Parish Council didn’t have 

sufficient funds to deliver the project so grants and contributions would need to be sought. 

Cllr Rodwell explained that he had investigated the costs involved and he provided figures 

for the groundwork and supply of a bridge. He also explained that the beck would need to be 

fenced off, but he didn’t have a price for doing this. He had discussed solar lighting with the 

landowner of the field which would be needed when the car park was being used after dusk. 

Cllr Rodwell informed the meeting that he had found a source of grant funding, and he had 

also spoken to an officer at Lincolnshire County Council who confirmed that they didn’t see 

there being any problems with it affecting the highway. It was confirmed that planning 

permission would be required. Cllr Harrison commented that it was a big project for the 

Parish Council to take on, but he felt that it would benefit the village by taking cars of the 

roadside and placing them in a prescribed parking area. Councillors agreed that the purpose 

of the project would be to provide parking for large events, and the landowner could be asked 

to give a long lease for that part of the field to the Parish Council. It was felt that the Parish 

Council would be able to get some grants but maybe not the whole amount required. The 

timescale of the project was unknown, but if the Parish Council agreed to take the project on 

then it could be looked at in more detail. 

It was proposed by Cllr Harrison, seconded by Cllr Fairchild and unanimously RESOLVED 

that the Parish Council would be willing to take on the project to provide additional parking 

for events in the village; and Cllr Rodwell agreed to carry on working on the project. 

 

18. 2018/19 Year End accounts 

a. To receive feedback from the internal auditor and take appropriate action 

The Internal Auditor had carried out the internal audit and no issues had been found, they had 

queried whether internal auditing qualifications were required and were informed that the 

internal auditor just needed to be a competent individual who was independent from the 

Parish Council. The Annual Return form had been signed by the Internal Auditor. 

b. To resolve to certify the Parish Council as exempt from a limited assurance review 

under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 

The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council met the exemption criteria. It was proposed, 

seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to certify the Parish Council as exempt from a 

limited assurance review. The RFO and the Chairman signed the Certificate of Exemption, 

which would be sent to the external auditor and a copy would be displayed on the parish 

council pages of the village website. 

c. To complete section 1 – Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Governance 

and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

The Chairman read out the statements in Section 1, and it was proposed, seconded and 

unanimously RESOLVED to answer yes to all the boxes and approve the signing of the form 

by the Chairman and the Clerk. 

d. To approve the accounting statements for year ending 31st March 2019 
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It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to approve the Accounting 

statements for year ending 31 March 2019. The Chairman signed Section 2 of the Annual 

Return form. 

 

19. Financial Matters 

a. To resolve to pay the Hemingby Village Hall Committee for hall hire  

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED to pay the Village Hall Committee 

the sum of £70 for the hire of the hall for seven meetings up to and including May 2020. 

b. To resolve to pay the invoice from Craig Knighton for the annual website hosting 

and domain name fees 

It was proposed, seconded and Unanimously RESOLVED to pay Craig Knighton £57. 

c. To receive a financial report 

The Council received a financial report and the Chairman signed the bank reconciliation and 

bank statement. 

 

20. Items for the next Agenda 

The next meeting would be held on Thursday 18th July, the following items were suggested 

for this agenda: 

- Further update on superfast broadband issue 

- Update on the project to create car parking for the village hall. 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed 8.45pm 

  

Notes from the Public Forum (7.30pm – 7.45pm) 
 

- A Chapel Lane resident mentioned a hole which had reappeared on the verge edge 

near their property and they asked for it to be filled in again. County Cllr Bradwell 

agreed to report this to Highways. 

- Another resident asked how the wildlife park in Horncastle was able to get a license if 

it didn’t have planning permission. Without Planning Permission, it wouldn’t have 

been inspected by Building Control, so how did they know it was safe to open to the 

public? District Cllr Andrews was asked to answer this question when he arrived. See 

District Cllrs report on page 2. 

 

- County Councillor Bradwell gave her report during the public forum as she needed to 

leave early to attend another meeting. Cllr Bradwell explained that the issue of the 

verges being cut by highways which had been reported to her earlier in the week by 

the Clerk was in hand and being sorted. She apologised for this happening. She gave 

an update on the superfast broadband issue and explained that BT would not connect 

the properties in Church Lane to the other cabinet, but the cabinets were due to be 

upgraded in the autumn so residents should receive faster speeds after that. She spoke 

about the ‘Gigabit Voucher Community Fund’ scheme which could provide funding to 

assist those residents in Church Lane to get superfast broadband, and she offered to 

get someone to come and talk to the village. She asked for the village to look into the 

scheme and speak to the businesses. Cllr Bradwell confirmed that she had chased up 

the officer dealing with the sign issue reported to her by Cllr Rodwell, and she was 

waiting for them to get back to her, but they had sent someone out to look at it. 

Potholes in Horsemoor Lane were reported to Cllr Bradwell, as well as the issues that 

residents had experienced when trying to speak to a person at LCC about an issue. 

Cllr Bradwell acknowledged that it was difficult to try and talk to someone at 

Highways, and she agreed to take the issue back and try and improve LCC’s focus on 

customers, as it was agreed that customer service was essential. Cllr Bradwell 
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reported that a new Senior Highways Officer had just been appointed to replace Andy 

Ratcliffe. 


