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Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our
foolish ways…
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm.

Clergy letter

19th November 2015

Christmas Message
May I firstly wish you and your families a very Blessed Christmas!
While I was thinking what message I should
write, I was reading a book on meditations ‘A
Star over Bethlehem’ and decided to share this
with you.
Blessings Pam

‘The God Who Comes’

What are these people, His People, looking for in Him?
What characteristics do they expect when they see Him for the first time?
Power, glory, blinding light, triumph.

What happens?
Weakness, smallness, obscurity, anonymity.
Who cared about God’s coming, veiled in the flesh of a defenceless child?
No one!
Mary, the poor mother of Jesus, clasps in her arms the ‘Unknown One’ of the
people, the true ‘Hidden God’ of Isaiah.
Those who were waiting were blind. Nobody moved from Jerusalem, the holy
city, the footstool of the throne of God!
No, worse! Someone did move, but only in order to murder this nuisance who
had not come in the way He was expected.
The most religious people on earth, the Chosen People, were living only on
that waiting, and it had become spasmodic, it could be felt in the air.
What were they searching the horizon for, at the advent of the Messiah, at the
dawn of all the prophecies?
The son of David, the conqueror, the God of Hosts, He who was to restore the
Kingdom, He who would finally oppress the hated Romans! Triumph, victory,
safety…always the same!
What happened?
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A poor workman, hidden in an unknown village-and the most despised one at
that.
No good. After so many years, no one realized what had happened.
Their eyes were searching for something quite different than the sweat of a
labourer or the anonymity of a poor man!
And how does the story end?
The clash between Him who says He is the Son of God, the Messiah, and those
who cannot accept such goings on reaches a climax; it closes with the
crucifixion of an innocent man.
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Calvary are demonstrations of God’s silence and God’s
poverty, real roads that He travelled in order to come to us and make Himself
known.

And they are darkness.
Oh, not darkness for Him, or in themselves, for nothing is more luminous than
annihilation of Jesus at Bethlehem, the reality of the incarnation at Nazareth,
the infinite love streaming from Calvary.
That is light, and what light!
But for us, who want noise, God is silence; the light is darkness.
Darkness for us who want power, while God is meekness.
Darkness for us who want pleasure, always pleasure, while God is service and
gratitude and love, often painful love.
Carlo Carretto (1910-1988)

Prayer for the people of Paris
God of love, whose compassion never fails,
we bring before you the people of Paris,
horrified at the violence from which it seems none are safe:
hold back the hands that kill and maim,
turn around the hearts that hate,
and grant healing and aid to those in pain and grief;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
- accessed from the Diocese of Lincoln website 17.11.15
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One Parent, on Paris:

They Might Have Guns, But We Have Flowers
Standing in Paris, his toddler in his arms,
one dad answers the question we all ask:
How do I talk to my child about terrorism?
About “bad guys with guns?” About war and death and tragedy?
“They might have guns, but we have flowers,” he says.
“But flowers don’t do anything.”
“Of course they do. Look, everyone is putting flowers,” the father says,
gesturing toward the memorials growing on the streets.

Look for the flowers. Look at the people grieving and reacting, at the displays
of solidarity from Egypt and Abu Dhabi to the United States and Canada. Look
for the little things people, shocked into awareness by tragedy, are doing for
one another in this moment when many of us can feel how alike we all are, in
what we love, what we value, and what can be so quickly taken from us.

That may be a rose-colored version of events, but with older children, we can
also share the darker responses our fear provokes, like the call to refuse
refugees, to close our borders and our hearts. That’s a natural response to
tragedy, too: to look for any way to convince ourselves that it cannot, could
not, happen to us. If we can find a way to cast blame and push it away with
both hands, we can have an angry reaction instead of feeling our grief. We
blame the victim or find a scapegoat; anything to hold back the recognition
that our own worlds could fall apart in an instant.
Look for the helpers, appreciate the flowers, and don’t let fear stop you from
being the person you want to be when the worst happens. Those are the
things we can tell our children about tragedies. And, incidentally, the things
we can tell ourselves.
Accessed from the New York Times – first published 14 November 2015

www.nytimes.com
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REPORT FROM CALAIS

5th Nov 2015

– a volunteer’s reflections on delivering aid from Lincolnshire

Dear Everyone,

Thank you so much for all your kind and generous donations for the refugees
in Calais. I feel privileged to have been able to take the results of the outpouring of such love and caring to people in need. I had hoped to take some
photos to send on to you all, but it just didn’t seem appropriate, so I will,
instead share with you an account of our day.

After having to use my rather rusty French to ask for directions twice, we
finally arrived at the warehouse in Calais. This is an enormous place run
entirely by volunteers who work tirelessly on a daily basis to enable
distribution of donations arriving from all over the world. Although many
have now begun to donate, there are still relatively few people sorting and
distributing on the ground. They have, however, created an effective
infrastructure which coordinates donations, donators, volunteers and
refugees, ensuring things get to where they are needed most.

We took an amazing 110 food parcels with us, made from your kind donations.
As we arrived, a car brought 40 more, so we teamed up together to take them
straight down to the camp. Five of us set off, after a short briefing from a longterm volunteer on their line distribution methods. Once at the camp, we were
met with smiles and hopeful faces. As we were driving around in a large van
painted black and yellow like a bumble bee, I am sure we raised many more
smiles than your average distribution vehicle!
As soon as we stopped and got out saying ‘One line’, a long line formed which
seemed to have no end. Each time I looked up, it never seemed to get any
shorter. Almost without exception, we were greeted with a big smile. I
returned a big smile and we had short conversations of many hand gestures.
The hardest moment was the point at which we had to say we had run out.
People who had waited patiently in line for over an hour simply thanked us
and walked away empty handed. Continuing to smile at this point was hard.

We still had our bulk food to deliver to one of the communal kitchens, so we
ploughed on through the throngs of people to the Ashram Kitchen, where a
hot meal is provided daily for the refugees. Volunteers who run this kitchen
rely entirely on donations to provide regular, warm and nutritious meals.
When we opened the back of the van, Faith from the kitchen just cried big
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tears. ‘You would not believe it’, she said, ‘This morning, all I asked for was
onions, and look!’ The 3 large sacks of onions and the big tray of red onions
that have been filling my sitting room with pungent aromas had finally met
their true purpose in life! I explained that they had come straight from the
fields of Lincolnshire!

Our final distribution was to deliver men’s coats. This was painfully slow as
we offered at least 3 coats as choice. It was important to let each person
choose something that was right for them. However, towards the end of the
distribution, many had little choice and had to simply take what was left. I was
left wondering what kind of a world we are living in when people who once
had everything, now were reduced to queuing four hours for a coat that may
not even fit them.

This distribution took longer and gave me the opportunity to converse with
the people of the camp; to look into the eyes of exhausted and broken
individuals whose journey to safety and peace was still not complete; to smile
at the child, not much older than my own, blinded in one eye; to so often say
‘Hello, how are you today?’ and to receive the answer always with as much
smile as they can muster ‘I am OK – how are you?’.
As with the food parcels, after several hours, we eventually ran out of coats,
leaving many with nothing. We simply had to explain that they were all gone,
apologise, close the truck door, and drive on.
In amongst all the hardships, though, humour prevailed – very handy when we
found our truck had sunk deep into a sandbank. Hundreds of people came to
our rescue, helping us to push it out.

I feel my account does not do justice to either what is happening to the
refugees of Calais, nor to the endless work the long term volunteers are
putting in, but I hope it has explained a little. I hated coming away, but plans
are already being made to return with a load of firewood and to spend the day
distributing.
Thank you for being a part of this. Thank you for not standing back – we are
all people together!
Catherine Ford

This article was written before the tragic events in Paris on 13th November. We are
grateful to Rev Avril Ford for forwarding this account from her daughter about their
delivery of aid donated from this area to refugees in Calais. Eds
6

Christmas Greetings to all
our neighbours, friends and family
in the Hemingby Group

Be Still and know that I am

Psalm 46:107

Christmas services within the Hemingby Group
Christmas Eve
24th December
Midnight Communion
at St Margaret’s Hemingby
at 11.30pm
Christmas Day
25th December
Family Communion
(at All Saints)
West Ashby at 10.00am

And other Christmas services
Sunday 13th Dec

2.00pm

Belchford Carol Concert with
Banovallum Junior Brass Band

Friday 18th Dec

6.30pm

West Ashby Carol Service

Saturday 19th Dec

6.00pm

Fulletby Carols and Readings

Sunday 20th Dec

7pm

Village Hall Hemingby - Carol singing
around the village; mince pies and
mulled wine at the hall afterwards

Sunday 10th Jan

10am

Hemingby Christingel Service
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Christmas

Caroling

Starts at 6.30pm, and going on until approx 9pm – all welcome
Friday 11th Dec

Hatton - meet at Sheila's A158

Tuesday 15th Dec

Baumber, meet at Tricia Scholeys

Thursday 17th Dec

Edlington, meet top of road off A158

Monday 21st Dec

Gt Sturton, meet at Ian Clarks

This year the money raised from Carol singing and various Carol Services in
the Group will be shared between the Rural Support Network (LRSN)
http://www.lrsn.co.uk and The Children’s Hospice St Andrew’s Hospice in
Grimsby http://www.standrewschildrenshospice.com

The Rural Support Network

Our aim is to provide help and support to farmers, farming families and rural
communities in times of crisis, stress and change. No problem is too large or
too small, too complex or too simple. In addition to our helpline (Tel. 0800
138 1710), we provide one to one visits, drop in advice points in Louth,
Spalding and Newark and health screening.

St Andrew’s Children’s Hospice

At the heart of our philosophy is the concept of Making Each Day Count.
Children and young people benefit from free specialist care, and their families
and carers are offered support and friendship and as much independence as
possible. Attendance and or admission is open to anyone from birth to 25
years with a progressive life-limiting illness. Our catchment area covers Hull
and the whole of Lincolnshire. Care is geared to the child's/young person's
wishes, and there is no set routine. Pets are welcome, visits are unrestricted
with parental permission. The need for privacy is totally respected, and the
dignity of the child or young person is valued at all times.
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Please
colour
me !
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SOUTHWOLDS GROUP OFFICE
01507 525600

based in St Mary’s Church,
Horncastle.
Weddings, baptisms and funerals can be
arranged in the first instance by telephoning
The South Wolds Group Administrator, Mrs Laura Willoughby on
01507 525600 between 9.15a.m. and 2.15 p.m. Monday to Friday.

At other times, messages will be recorded on voicemail/answer phone and
Laura will be happy to get back to you on her return.
You can also email Laura on southwoldsgroup@btinternet.com

Specific matters relating to St Mary’s Church should be directed to the Verger,
Carole Marshall on 01507 525600 or email stmaryshorncastle@btinternet.com

Magazine Deadline
Contributions in black and white if possible for the next issue to be
given to Sue Craggs, Longacre House, New End, Hemingby LN9 5QQ
01507 578583 or Alison Fairchild 01507 578539 or preferably by
Email to svcraggs@gmail.com by Jan 8th, Jan 13th if typing needed
Advertising in the Magazine: costs £40 per year. The Hemingby
Group are grateful for advertising support, but do not accept any
responsibility for the conduct or quality of services & goods advertised.
Notice of events is included free of charge in Dates for your Diary,
please send details to Sue Craggs as above. Adverts for church events
are free and should be given to Sue Craggs or church wardens.
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Notes from the Parish Registers
Our prayers are asked for:

Those who have been baptised:
Harold John DARBY, at Baumber on 8th November 2015.
Those who have married:
Mollie GRANT and Luke MIDDLETON at Edlington on 5th September 2015.
Those who have died:
Louis Philip McQUAID of Edlington, buried on 16th October 2015.
Gordon Henry SHARP, formerly of Belchford, cremated on 30th October 2015.
Yona Marion WELLS, formerly of West Ashby, cremated on 3rd November 2015.
Jane Alice Louise THORNDYKE of West Ashby, cremated on 6th November 2015
Joan Margaret PARKER, formerly of West Ashby, buried on 17th November 2015

(Book of Common Prayer)

These traditional services have taken place in West Ashby and Hemingby
villages and are now available in all the Hemingby Group of Churches - Phyll
Durow would be pleased to hear if you would like it to take place in your
church in the future.

PRAYERS IN CHURCH
Those who prepare prayers each week for the Sunday service are pleased to
pray for anyone who needs our prayers for any reason. Just please check that
they (or their loved ones) are happy about this. Please give details to your
church wardens.
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICE at
ST MARGARET’s HEMINGBY
Sunday January 10th at 10am

We are delighted to be able to hold this service
within our group this year. Do please come
and bring your Children’s Society boxes with
you. Helen Strawson will be collecting the
boxes, and sending them off .
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Hemingby Advent Windows
Look out for the Advent Windows around Hemingby from
1st Dec - 27th Dec. Windows will be lit from 5pm - 9pm
each evening. The theme will be Christmas Carols. There
will be a map with directions displayed at the Village Hall.
Then, everyone is invited to join with us
on Sunday 20th Dec for carol singing
around the village meeting outside the
Village Hall at 7.00pm and finishing back
at the Hall for mince pies and mulled wine.

December Sunday 13th
Church service in Belchford @ 2pm

Banovallum Junior Brass Band will be performing a short set of entertaining
pieces. We are also looking for children from local schools and brownies
to come and perform a party piece. If you are happy to share your talent with
our congregation please contact June, 01507 533514 or Jill 01507 533397 or
Barbara 01507 534120 to arrange in more detail.

Having a Party?

Marquee, glasses, crockery and furniture for hire
The church wardens at Fulletby are able to offer for hire the following items:
Marquee 12m x 6m; Dance Floor (10m x10m); two water heaters
100 wine glasses, beer glasses (1.0 and 0.5 pint) 100 banqueting chairs
10 banqueting tables to seat 10, 100place settings ic large and small plates,
fruit bowls and cutlery. Reasonable prices to be agreed on an individual basis,
phone Denise and John Stones tel. 01507 533320.
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Dear Friends,

17th November 2015

“Look for the flowers.” – this is a timeless response to tragedy whether it is a
result of slaughter on the fields of Flanders 100 yrs ago of which the poppy is
the enduring symbol, or the more recent horrors in Paris. The words printed
on page 5 taken from a parenting blog published by the New York Times a few
days after the attacks in Paris, seem particularly apt as we approach Christmas
and may offer some useful help as we try to explain what happened to our
young ones.
In comparison, the need for a new Editor for this magazine seems rather
minor, but my employers at Birmingham Children’s Hospital have called for
me to resume full time work including on call duties. The time commitment
involved means I can’t continue with the
Hemingby Group magazine and therefore
I will be stepping down, and the next
magazine (Feb-March 2016) will be my last.
We would welcome interest from more than
one
person
since
editing
the
magazine is
an episodic thing and can
easily be shared between two or three people.
The only qualifications for the job (as far as I
know) are to be in possession of a printer and
computer, and have a working knowledge of
Google, & Windows programmes such as
Word. I know that some of you even know
to
how to use to use Publisher (which I have yet
master) – and will be at an advantage when it
comes to
organising layout etc. Why not give it a go
and indulge your creative flair? Anyone who is interested, do please get in
touch with Tricia Paige or me, or my co-editor Alison Fairchild who has
patiently shared editorial duties with me.
For now the Christmas Season will keep us all busy – we hope that you have
time to enjoy the peace and joy of Christmas as well.

With best wishes Sue 01507 578583 svcraggs@gmail.com
and Alison = 01507 578539 keck60@hotmail.co.uk and Tricia 01507 524864
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
28th Nov

18th Dec

Belchford Village Hall – Alice in Wonderland Box Tale Soup, a unique
blend of puppetry, physical theatre and traditional performance which
will transport you into a theatrical world like no other. Ideal for all the
family. Some tickets still available - contact June 01507 533514
Advent Windows – look out for these around Hemingby. Windows will
be lit from 5pm – 9pm each evening. The theme will be Christmas Carols.
Hemingby Village Hall 1pm for 1.30pm 3 course Christmas Dinner. Raffle,
bring your own drink. Tickets £9.00 – call Joy 01507 578533 to book.
West Ashby All Saints Church 7.30pm concert – see page 14 “A Brief
History of Christmas Music.” Tickets from John & Karen 01507 522437.
Belchford 2pm Carol Concert with Banovallum Junior Brass Band – come
along and enjoy the music. Children from local schools and Brownies are
particularly welcome please contact June for more info 01507 533514 or
Jill 01507 533397 or Barbara 01507 534120 for arrangements. See p 15.
West Ashby 6.30pm Carol Service

19th Dec

Fulletby 6pm Carols and readings

20th Dec

Hemingby Village Hall meet at 7pm for carol singing around the village
finishing back in the Hall for mince pies and mulled wine.

24th Dec

St Margaret’s Hemingby 11.30pm Mid-night Communion Service

25th Dec

All Saints West Ashby 10.00am Family Communion

7th Jan

Baumber Village Hall 7.30pm Group Council Meeting

7th Jan

Wolds Walkers for Health West Ashby Circular walk via Horncastle –
meet 10.30am in large Layby on A153 on Louth side of West Ashby.
Hemingby St Margaret’s 10am CHRISTINGLE with Holy Communion
Please bring your Children’s Society Boxes to this service so that Helen
Strawson can collect them and send them off on your behalf see p 14.
Minting Village Hall The Origin of the Species by Natural Selection – a
musical comedy 7.15pm bar opens; show starts 7.45pm tickets from
Horncastle Music Shop or phone 07971 082273
Wolds Walkers for Health Horncastle Circular Walk via Thimbleby
10.30am meet in Horncastle Swimming Pool Car Park
Deanery Synod meeting 7.15 pm
Hemingby Village Hall 7.30pm Lincolnshire Rural Touring & Community
Programme Event: Victor and Albert present 'An A-Z of Britain' a show of
comic musical genius. Book seats by contacting Paul 01507 578695.

1st-27th
Dec
6th Dec
10th Dec
13th Dec

10th Jan
29th Jan
4th Feb
9th Feb
19th Feb

20th Feb

Edlington Snowdrop Festival 10 am – 4 pm

Anyone who wishes to place a notice about a village or community event within the
Hemingby Group can do so free of charge, please phone Sue Craggs 01507 5785583 or 18
email svcraggs@gmail.com

WHO’S WHO IN THE GROUP
Partnership Office

01507 525600

Rector of Hemingby & Asterby Groups
Rev’d Pam Fraser
The Rectory, 6 Simons Close,
01507 343976 or 07949964041
Donington-on-Bain LN119TX
Lay Ministers

Patricia Paige
Phyll Durow

01507 524864
01507 522356

Group Parish PCC

Chairman
Rev’d Pam Fraser
Secretary
Sheila Cartwright
Ray Weightman (Lay Chair)
01507 526251
Phyll Durow (Group Treasurer) 01507 522356

Organists

Jean Bandeen
Sheila Cartwright

Planned Giving Secretary Patrick Bryant
Planned Giving Treasurer Tricia Scholey

01507 533673
01673 858255
01507 578292
01507 578240

DCC Church Wardens, Secretary, & Treasurer:
Baumber

Belchford

Edlington
Fulletby

Hatton

Hemingby

Gt. Sturton

West Ashby

John Scholey
Tricia Scholey(Sec)
Anthony Strawson (T)
Michael Harrison
June Bullock (Sec)
Barbara Bateman
Jill Newby (T)
Jean Bandeen
Kathie Birks
Phyll Durow (T)

01507 578240
01507 578240
01507 578017
01507 578712
01507 533514
01507 534120
01507 533397
01507 533673
01526 388685
01507 522356

Pauline Fasham
Tony Simmons
Carrie Morris (Sec)
John Stones (T)
Sheila Cartwright
Jonathan Merivale
Julia Merivale (T)
Betty Morton
Patrick Bryant
Colin Thornton
Dorothy Goldie (T)
Ian Clark
Andrew Wattam
Angela Clark (Sec)
Jane Wattam (T)
Ray Weightman
Harold Ward
John Elliott (T)

01507 533339
01507 343959
01507 533620
01507 533320
01673 858255
01673 858862
01673 858862
01507 578273
01507 578292
01507 578040
01507 578416
01507 578653
01507 578258
01507 578653
01507 578258
01507 526251
01507 523274
01507 522437
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